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Of the [candalous Method of continuing to Expofe us to alt Nations, as if we were in terrible Apprehenfions 
of them on every occafion, and dare not do Ourfelves Right,left they fhould ftop our Trade. 
This only an Artifice of Foreigners to Impofe upon us at home, and Expofe us abroad. 


The Dutch are privately Dictators in all thefe things. 


The Wifdom and Honefty alfo of telling publickty to the Portuguefe,that we get a Milliowa Year by them. | 
A notorious Falfhood publifhed by the Oppofers, (viz.) That we had no Ballance from Portugal before the 
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The Treaty of Commerce with France will be very little or no Obftruction to the Trade to Portugal. 
Al view of our Exportations to France and to Spain. 
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HE MERCATOR is now 'to Difcourfe , 


ferioufly of the True flate of things between 

the King of Portugal and us, and more efpe- 

cially of the State of the Trade between the 
Two Nations ; which was. the Third part of the Que- 
ftion mentioned before to be fpoken to. 

We complain’d in our laft, of the abhorred Method 
which the Oppofers of the Treaty of Commerce take 
to fupport their Argument, viz. (1.) To depreciate and 
undervalue the Manufatures of their own Country, 
and extol the French Woollen Manufactures, as equal 
in Goodnefs and lower in Price than Our own; And, 
(2.) To lay us open to all Nations to Infule and Impofe 
upon us, Reprefenting us as in fo great Apprehenfions 
of their Prohibiting our Trade, that they may Infule 
. upon the fuppofition of it, in what manner they 

eafe. 

' The fcribbling Knight, who has plac'd, himfelf at the 

head of the. Mob of Authors againft the Treaty of 

Commerce, bids them fuggeft the Lofs of all our Por- 

tugal Trade to us, if we a to provoke the formi- 

dable Portugnefe to Quarrel with us, and Prohibit our 

a Stures, and that we fhall lofe a Million a Year 
it. 

"Bur let that Foreigner know, that it isa much readier 
way to moke the Portuguefe Impofe us by” Prohibiting 
our Trade, or any other way to Infulr us, when we 
ourfelves fhall perfwade them,that we get -a Million a 
Year by Trading with them : That we are in great Ap- 
prehenfions left they fhould Prohibie Trade with us, 
and that we dare not make good our Treaty with France 
for fear,of Sage eg them. Js this to Talk for our 
Country? Is this Pleading for the Honour of our 
Commerce and the inet of the Nation? Are not 
thefe Men Traytors to their Country,and Betrayers of 
its Prefperity ? 

The MERCATOR defires to lay this before the 
Parliament, who are now Affembled ; it is tor them to 
confider, whether their Right of levying and laying 
Taxes is not Invaded by the Portugal Treaty ; and to 


“ 


Vindicate their own Privileges to the Shame and the 
Punifhment: of all thofe, who Invade them. If the 
People,who have made fuch a Treaty, dare appear and 
juftify it; If they will fay, they could make an Article, 
that was inconfiftent_with Parliamentary Privilege, and 
be juftified in it; If they will fay, chat a Minifter of 
State can, by his particular Stipulation, tie up the Harids 
of the Parliament of Britain, and diétate to them,what 
Taxes they fhall,or fhall not Raife upon fuch or fi 
Goods, and that the Parliament thall be bound ‘by it; 
we fhall foon fee, who are Betrayers of their Coun 
and who not ; and how a Parliament will Refent fick, 
an apparent Breach made upon them, and whether they 
will Refent it or no. 

In the mean_ time, if we are, to be fet together by 
the Ears by Foreigners; if we are to Sacrifice one 
Branch of Traile to another, and all our Tradeé to. our 
Parties ; the Cafe of this Nation is miferable : We are 
fold to the projecting Politicians, and whatever they 
pet into our Mouths,that we fay, and what one Sett of 

en fay, that all of the Party believe. And this is the 
Cafe of England, and indeed of all Britain, at this 
time. The Dutch Intereft in our Trade is plain: The 
Dutch may beas much Friends to our Civil Interefis 
our Intereft as Proteftants and as Neighbours, as ye 
pleats The MERCATOR enters not into that 

ifpute ; but no Men of Sence and Zeal for. their 
Countries Good will fay, the Dutch are our heft Friends 
in Trade; if they will fay fo, when we hear it, the 
MERCATOR will have more to fay to ir. 

That the Dutch are many ways.our Rivals in Trade, 
that they are jcalous of us in feveral Cafes wherein our 
Commerce Clafhés and Inrerferes with theirs, that we 
are in many Cafesof Trade, dangerous Rivals to them 
abroad, and defire fill tq be fo, is moft certain; and ig 
is our Bufinefs to be more and more fo. 

But that any Party-Interef{ here fhould fo far move 
us to let, in Favour of the Durch, as to lee the Dutch 
in upon usin Trade, or to give up our Trading Interefts 
to them in any thing; this is the highth not of Foll 
only, but of Treachery and Knavery. Ww, 





























We know it is the Intereft of the Dutch, that we 
fhould not havé a free open Trade with France: We 
know,that the Arguments put into the Mouths of our 
People againft the Trade with France, ARE ALL 
DUTCH; Coin’d in Holland, Calcilated for a Butch 
Thitereft ; and that it is their Intereft our Parties ~are 
pufhing init. Ic is.true, the Poptugal Tradets are 
dup’d and drawn into the Clamour with the efpecial 
Argument of their Advantage, as if their particular 
Concern was equal to the whole French Trade. 

Suppofing they are Gainers ty the Commerce with 
Portugal, do they drive a Trade fo confiderable,that it 
muft be fet againft ay-Bxport of Seven or eight Htndied 
Thoufand Pounds a Year? : | @ 

As to the pretetice’6f fofing the Portugal ‘Trade; ‘and 
the Portweuefe Prohibiting our Goods, and lofing a 
Million a Year, it was Argued before ina manner,which 
they can never Reply to. Take an Abridgment of it 
again thus: 

They fay; we Export a Million per Ann. to Portugal 
in @Year in our Manuf. tures. » 

They cannot pretend, that all the Wines we Import 
from Portugal in a Year amount to 1cocoo |. firft Coft. 

Do the Portuguefe take this Million a Year of us. in 
Goods, becaufe we take one Tenth part of it from them 
in Wines, or is it becavfe they have occafion for our 
Goods ? . 

Nay, it cannot be denied,that we fhall not fink the 
whole Quantity of thofe Wines after this Treaty is 
made Effeétual : Ihe MERCATOR gave good 
Reafons to believe, that we fhall not fink above 2:09 
Ton a Year in ovr Demands of their Wines, becavfe of 
sour. having run into a Courfe of ftrong Wines, and be- 
caufe of the ufe of rhe Portugal Wines to mix with the 
French. 

Well! then the Portugucfe te fo enraged at our ta- 
king Two Thoufand Ton of Wine of them lefs than 
we ufed to take, as that they will defift taking a Million 
a Year of our Goods, for our abating 20 0r 30 Thou- 
fand Pound of theirs! 

Is. the Portugal Trade fo odly flated,that the leffer 
part fhall Govern rhe Pres Does our felling a Million 
a Year to them depend upon their felling 50000 |. to us? 

To go back to the Reafon of the Trade: Let them 


! nee back igpo the Times before the War, and fee, 


chow many id the Portuguefe take from us, when 
-weJmpotted from them not above 300 or goo Ton of 
Wine a Year, and when the Duties of their Wines were 
higher than the Duties on French Wines by 71. odd 
‘Moncy per Ton, yet even then we Exported a. very 
Breat Quantity of Englifh Goods to Portugal, even as 
many, take the proportion of their Brazil Trade into 
the Confideration, as it was then, as we do now. It is 
a, Teftimony of grofs Ignorance, or fomething very 
Snuch worfe, thacan Awhor fhould aflere in print, that 
we 3 the Ballance of Trade againft Portugal before 
the. War; it is indeed a fign,that thefe Men will ftick 
‘at nothing, will affirm any Fallhoodto make out their 
broken, Argument. It is certain, we har always a 
great Ballance on our Side in the Portugal Trade, as the 
Cuftom-houfe Books will make appear; and the MER- 
CATOR wonders his Worlhip can dictate fuch a 
palpable Falfhoad to, bis new Pupil the Lawyer ; if he 
‘ca prove it to be as he fays, let him, if nor, he may 
expect to be told of it again. 
~ Nor -is. the Encreafe ot their demand of Enelith 
Goods now, owing to the Encreafe cf our demand for 
their Wines, but to, the prodigious Encreafe of the 
‘Wealth of the Portuguefe Nation at home, and of their 
Brazil Trade abroad. 
‘ Perhaps they may have gotten Money too by the En- 
creaic of their Wine Trade, andevery little addition of 
ealth encreafes their poniumnetion of our Goods for 
Cloathing, &c. among them, that is true; but what 
Proportion can that encreafe of Wealth bear to the 
Growth of their Brafil Trade, and the Return of Gol! 
which they now bring, of which within 30 Year paft 
they had nothing at al], or nething worth naming ; 
whertas if the printed Accounts weie true, heir bait 
Fleet from Brafil muft have brought hematiere 10 
Millions Sterling ‘in Specie of Gold, a Sum we have 


, oe 


Reafon to Queftion, it is confeffed ; but that it was ay 


-immenfe Sum,that every one muit allow. 


Now that this Encreafe of the Brafil Trade hag e:- 
rich’d the whole Kingdom of Portugal is Trae 3 thar 
the great Encreafe of the Confumption of our Woollen 
Manufa@ures in Portugal is occafion'd hereby i; aif 
True, afd that a vaft Quantity of thofe Goods are Con- 
fumed in the Brafil, more than ever were betore,is with- 
out Difputing acknowledg’d. 


Can any one pretend then,that this Demand depends wy 


upon our taking their Wines! The Suppofition is ab- 
furd and ridiculous, and itis eafie to make appear, thar 
the Portuguefe have.as great a Neceflity to Trade with 
us,as tee to Tradé with them, and in the General, 
get as much»Money by us,as wedo by them, as thall be 
more largely made out in the next MERCATOR, 


The Oppofers of the Commerce having attack’d not 
only our Trade to France, but alfo that to Spain, and 
continuing to infiftthat.we loofe by our Trade to Spain, 
the MERCATOR cannot but think it* very ufeful 
to the Information of our People, that they fhould 
now and then-fee, what a Stream of our Manufaétures, 
and other Goods, actually flow out every, Day both to 
Spain and to France’; from whence they may ob- 
ferve, ie 

1. Of the Trade to Spain; what a Trade it is they 
undervalue and would have had ftill prohibired by con- 
tinuing the War, 

2. Of the Trade to France ; what a. Trade it now is 
even in fpight of the Interruptions of high Duties e- 
qual to Prohibitions, and what-a.Trade_ it would be,if 
the Rage of Parties did not interrupt it, and if the 
making the Treaty of Commerce Effectual had not béen 
unhappily delay’d, for both which, the A ERCA- 
TOR refers to the following Accouitts from the 
Cuftom-Houfe. . 


From the Cuftom-Houfe. 


Five Days Entries to Spain. 
122 Long Cloths 
25 Short Cloths 
300 Double Bays 
70 Minikin Bays 
*30 Yorkthire Cloths 
* 55 Kerfiés 
661 Perpets and Serges 5 
631 Stuffs and Says 
89 doz. Hofe 
104. Groce Gartering e 
20 doz. Hats sie 
22 Ton 5C. Red Lead | 
70 Fod. 5C. i ead 
165 Perpets and Serges 
* 290 Stufk and Says . 
* 60 Caftors 
. * 228 Callicoes 
7 Ton 14 C. Ginger 








From the Cuftom-houfe. . 


Two Days Entries to France, Feb. 8. 12. 
* 24. doz. Calve-Skins 
1C. Books 
3 Bales Apparel 
39 Bags Cotton Wooll 
12763 |. Cotton Wooll 
27 Fod, 18 C. Lead . 
5 Ton Lethrige Lead 
5 Ton Red Lead 
: §120 Horn Plates 
* 300 Firkins Butter 
- Ton Bock Tin 
, O qr. Barle (ey *: 
69 Bard, Saro iS esate 
30 Ton §C. Braziletto “yy 
4 Ton Logwood ry 
10 Ton Fuftick 
16 J. Tea 
140 Gal.. Canary 
850 |. Pimento 
°F°39605 1. Virginia Tobacco 
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